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OVERVIEW
Founded in 1925, Eastern University is a co-educational University offering over 130 degree programs.   
Originally named Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary and located in Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia, the 
Seminary moved to St. Davids in 1952.   Today, Eastern University offers undergraduate, graduate, 
professional, and seminary programs both online and on-campus at its locations in St. Davids and 
Philadelphia. Eastern's core values of faith, reason and justice are woven into all of its educational programs.

The present day St. Davids Campus has remained stable over the last decade in respect to its physical growth.  
Construction on campus has been mainly confined to maintenance or building renovations within the current 
building stock.  Most recently, renovations are underway to Templeton Hall, formerly known as Workman 
Hall.  The current campus is comprised of approximately 92 acres, and there are currently no plans to acquire 
more land area within the Township.

ENROLLMENT and EMPLOYMENT
In regard to enrollment of students in-person and on campus there has been a downward trend over that last 
nine years reflected below:

On campus undergraduate enrollment Fall 2015: 1,345
On campus undergraduate enrollment Fall 2023: 1,231
On campus Graduate enrollment Fall 2015:  939
On campus Graduate enrollment Fall 2023:  418

The downward trend in traditional student enrollment has been more than offset by increased enrollment in 
online programs of study, both Undergraduate and Graduate levels.  

The number of employees based on the St. Davids Campus is 504.  

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT PLANS
Eastern University is committed to maintaining the tradition of in person learning and is working to 
continually enhance the student experience within the St. Davids Campus environment.  Proposed 
development projected for the Long-Range Development Plan is depicted on the attached plan graphic. These 
projects address a number of needs and are intended to maintain Eastern’s facilities in a state of good repair, 
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provide proper educational spaces for current programs, and to address the concern with vehicular access to 
Campus via the adjoining residential neighborhood to the west.  The following projects are planned for 
construction within the next four years.   

Templeton Hall (formerly Workman) Addition

Templeton Hall is currently under construction with completion projected in Summer 2025.

Baseball Improvements

Renovations to the existing baseball field will be starting with completion projected for Spring 2025.

Vehicular Bridge, Connector Drive, and Parking

• New Bridge south of the Gymnasium is under construction with completion planned for 
January 2025.

• New Connector Drive south of the Gymnasium, to provide for vehicular access to the 
Gymnasium and associated parking lot from Thomas Drive internal to Campus, instead of 
Fenimore Lane.

• New parking areas: east of Sparrowk Hall (23 spaces), and along the proposed Connector Drive 
(18 spaces).

Eagle Learning Center Addition

• Three story addition of approximately 3,200 square feet for University Admissions
• Meeting spaces for students, families and admission officers
• A Presentation room for prospective students and their families
• Appropriate reception space for visitors, prospective students, and small groups
• Parking for visitors 

Athletics Building Addition

• Two story addition of with total floor area of approximately 45,370 square feet
• Appropriate office space for coaches and Athletics Staff
• Up to date locker rooms to meet the needs of the current athletic teams – for men’s, women’s, 

home and visiting teams
• Appropriately sized indoor practice spaces, relieving scheduling conflicts within the current 

facility. 

ANTICIPATED IMPACTS
The impacts of the proposed development are limited to that within the Eastern University Campus itself and 
will not have detrimental effects on the surrounding neighborhoods.  No housing occupants, existing housing 
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units, commercial or industrial tenants are impacted.  Regarding traffic, the vehicles that utilize Fenimore Lane 
to access the Gymnasium parking lot are proposed to be further reduced. This is accomplished with the 
addition of a bridge south of the Gymnasium, which will allow access to that parking lot via the Eagle Road 
main campus entry rather than via the residential neighborhoods to the west.

No adverse impact on surrounding neighborhoods is expected from the proposed projects.  Further, no 
physical development by others, such as additional office space or medical facilities, is expected to occur due 
to the implementation of the long-range plan within the Township.   

TOWNSHIP COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Conformity of the proposed development plans to the Township Comprehensive Plan is achieved through 
sensitivity to the surrounding physical environment, both natural and built.  One of the overarching goals of 
the Township’s Comprehensive Plan is the preservation of the “outstanding historic and aesthetic quality of so 
much of Radnor.”  With that in mind, proposed development is designed to integrate into the scenic and 
historic character of the campus, while providing upgraded and code compliant facilities suited to the 
educational mission of the University. In short, Eastern seeks to be a good neighbor and a beneficial institution 
within the larger community.  The Long-Range plan reflects this as follows.

• Limits building construction to largely building renovations and additions to existing buildings. 
• Preserves the aesthetic character of the campus and architecture.
• Protects open and green spaces.
• Conserves the natural environment - protecting wooded area and maintaining the creek and ponds 

within Campus.
• Respects the buffers and setbacks along the edges of campus, so as to not impact adjacent 

neighborhoods.

Section 8 of the Comprehensive Plan expresses the importance of local Institutions as an “extremely important 
part of the Radnor Township Community”, noting the functional, physical, and cultural benefits.  Thus, the 
development projects described herein are of vital importance to Eastern University: in sustaining the mission 
of Eastern as a University, maintaining the physical facilities on Campus, and continuing to provide a positive 
presence within the Township.
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